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tranquillity, to sweep away the last traces of feudal
and mediaeval lawlessness,

The dangers that resulted from the centralisation
of authority in one man were illustrated after Riche-
lieu's death. The controlling hand was taken away.
The Cardinal had not created institutions which
would continue in harmonious operation although
he was not there to guide them; all authority had
emanated from him alone, and, when he was gone,
an era of confusion followed. The disturbances of
the Fronde might have cost France all the conquests
which had been acquired by the expenditure of so
much blood and money during the Thirty Years*
War.

Richelieu's influence upon the administration of
justice was injurious. It is not strange that he was
impatient of the attempts made by the courts to
restrain the political action of the Government.
While it is hard to say how the problem of provid-
ing France with more liberal institutions could have
been worked out, it is certain that judges holding life
positions, which they acquired by purchase, could
never have formed a serviceable legislative body
or exercised a useful check on the royal authority.

Richelieu's offence was not that he browbeat the
judges when they sought to combine legislative with
judicial functions, but that he constantly interfered
with their legitimate action. He organised a special
court for the trial of every man of prominence who
was charged with treason against the State or the
Cardinal. There was no necessity for this. It
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